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This dissertation is a case study on some issues concerning social identity and 
social right of rural workers. In order to explain the diversification of behavior and 
opinions when the rural workers face different social rights, the author interviewed 
about forty rural workers in Xiamen City. Base on them, this paper applies 
qualitative study and uses the perspective of social identity to analyze correlative 
issues. This paper attempts to answer the following questions: (1) why do rural 
workers have various behavior and opinions when they face the same social right? (2) 
Does the improvement of social right affect the social identity of rural workers?  
Base on the theory of social identity, this paper brings forward the concept of 
social identity structure, according to the different intensity and tendency of six 
dimensionalities of identity, namely status, occupation, region, settlement of the 
future, self-value and politics. The rural workers have various social identity 
structures. Combining the theory of planned behavior, the paper analyzes how the 
structure of social identity impacts on the behavior and opinion, when the rural 
workers face social insurance, children right to education and the right to housing. 
Because of the age and experience are different, the rural workers have different 
tendency toward the same dimensionality of identity. For example, some trust in the 
government, but the others do not, and some determine to return to their hometown, 
but the others intend to settle in city. And in a given situation, the activated 
dimensionalities are dissimilar. Take endowment insurance for instance, some takes 
political identity as the core identity, and occupational identity as marginal identity, 
but the others maybe take the other way round. So the rural workers may strive for or 
give up the same social right. On the other hand, many scholars have illuminated that 
social right would affect social identity. This paper discusses if improvement of 
social right will affect social identity of the rural workers under a micro-scope, and 
explains the reasons further. Besides, the paper discusses some issues about social 
identity and social right, including the relationship between social right and the 













solidarity and so on.  
Through the study, we can found that: (1) Because of the different structures of 
social identity, the rural workers have various behavior toward social insurance. 
Toward children right to education and the right to housing, the rural workers have 
the same behavior, namely striving for the children right to education, and inaction 
toward the right to housing. But toward the distinct institutional arrangement 
between locals and immigrants, the rural workers have different opinions. (2) The 
influence of the improvement of social right on social identity is limited; the stability 
of each dimensionality of social identity is different. (3) If we want to promote the 
civilization process of rural workers through improvement of social right, the issues 
of retirement and housing are pivotal, so rural workers can attain the condition of 
non-agricultural occupation and non-village settlement. (4) If social right wants to 
promote social solidarity, the distribution among different population must be taken 
into account. 
In this paper, the main innovations embodies in the following aspects: (1) Based 
on the theory of social identity, according to the intensity and tendency of different 
dimensionalities of identity, this paper brings forward the concept of social identity 
structure, combining the theory of planned behavior to explain the diversity of 
behavior and opinions about social right. In the past, many scholars regard the rural 
workers as homogeneous colony, or study on each dimensionality separately. Both of 
them go back on the fact. (2) Discusses on the affection of social right put on social 
identity under micro-scope, and analyzes the influence of social right on each 
identity on the perspective of the rural workers themselves. 
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